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Art. XXXVI_ A Treatise on Syphilis in New-horn Children and 

Infants at the Breast. By P. Diday, Ex-surgeon to the Hospital de 
l’Antiquaille, Lyons. Translated by G. Whitley, M.D. With Notes 
and an Appendix by F. R. Sturgis, M.D., Professor of Venereal and 
Skin Diseases in the New York Post-Graduate School, etc. 8vo. pp. 
xii., 310. New York: William Wood & Co., 1883. 

Twenty-five years ago the New Sydenham Society translated and 
published in England the excellent treatise of M. Diday on Infantile 
Syphilis. This year this translation has been taken, and with the addi¬ 
tion of certain brief notes, and a very short appendix by Dr. Sturgis, has 
been put out as a member of the “ Library of Standard Medical Authors,” 
with the title on the back “ Hereditary Syphilis, Diday and Sturgis.” 

There is no need at this late day to make a review of the work of M. 
Diday. It has been long before the medical public, and has won the 
esteem of all students of syphilis, even though the views of the author 
have not all stood the test of time and further investigation. The work 
is truly a classic, and no one ought to attempt to treat the subject without 
learning what is in it. Unfortunately for those who cannot read French, 
it was published in England as one of a set of books, and it is not always 
easy to lay one’s hands on a single number of these. The same mis¬ 
fortune attaches to this present republication. It is one of a set, and 
single numbers are not on sale. 

The volume before us has all of the merits of the English translation, 
and is somewhat improved by the brief notes and meagre appendix which 
Dr. Sturgis has contributed. The improvement, however, is not sufficient 
to prevent a feeling of regret that when the profession was given a reprint 
of the New Sydenham Society’s book, it was not given just as it was, and 
that Dr. Sturgis has not carried out his original intention to write a work 
of his own on this subject. C. W. D. 


Art. XXXVII_ Experimental Pharmacology. A Handbook of Methods 

for Studying the Physiological Action of Drugs. By L. Hermann, 
Professor of Physiology in the University of Zurich. Translated with 
the author’s permission, with notes and additions, by Robert Meade 
Smith, M.D., Demonstrator of Physiology in the University of Penn¬ 
sylvania. Pp. 201. Philadelphia: Henry C. Lea’s Son & Co., 1883. 

The study of pharmacology, that is, the application of the exact 
methods of physiology to the investigation of the effects of drugs upon 
the animal economy, has proved of double value, inasmuch as it has on 
the one hand explained the actions of these drugs on the body—its prime 
object—while secondarily it has thrown much light on the physiological 
phenomena incidental to its prosecution. It is a study too in which very 
accurate results may in many cases be obtained, and as its directly prac¬ 
tical bearings are often plainly visible, it is that branch of physiology 
which in this country has perhaps met with more favour than any other. 

Prof. Hermann’s handbook, which Dr. Smith has translated and en¬ 
riched by many valuable additions, will therefore be gladly welcomed by 
those engaged in this department of physiology. It is an excellent little 
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book, full of concise information, and should find a place in every labora¬ 
tory. It explains the various methods and instruments used, and points 
out what lines of investigation are to be pursued for studying different 
phenomena, and also how and what to particularly observe. It is divided 
into two parts. In the first the study of the action of poisons upon iso¬ 
lated organs is considered, while in the second their general action is 
treated of. The book is enriched with many illustrations taken for the 
most part from the larger works of Cyon, Sanderson, and Foster. 

W. M. 


Art. XXXVIII —The Diseases of Women; a Manual for Physicians 

and Students. By Heinrich Fritsch, M.D., Professor of Gynaecology 

and Obstetrics at the University of Halle. Translated by Isadore Furst. 

8vo., pp. vi. 355. New York : William Wood & Co., 1883. 

In Fritsch’s Manual in its present form the English reader has the ad¬ 
vantage of an excellent and concise statement of the subject upon which it 
treats from the German standpoint. It is particularly good in the manip¬ 
ulative part, and if there are any differences between an American or 
English and a German manual upon Gynaecology, it lies in this direction. 
Manipulations are clearly described, and, considering the form of the re¬ 
print, well illustrated. The author is surrendered to the germ theory, 
and throughout the book antisepsis dominates every procedure. No one 
can find fault with this, as antisepsis is but another name for clean surgery, 
nor should one expect in a treatise of this character to find disputed sub¬ 
jects alluded to at any length ; but moderation is a virtue as well as clean¬ 
liness, and it would have been as well to let the reader have some hope for 
success in gvnascological operations beyond the boundaries of Listerism. 
It is a fair sample of the author’s extreme position to quote a sentence. 
In preparing a patient for a laparotomy, after a series of disinfecting baths, 
he says that lie has thought himself “justified in giving besides evacuants 
also disinfecting internal remedies.” The translator’s word “remedies” 
may not exactly give the meaning of the original, but it is near enough to 
show the author’s idea of what are termed antiseptic precautions. We 
welcome the book for the single reason that methods are taught free from 
the defects of prejudice that do so much to impair the value of some of our 
best native hand-books, and thus will diffuse a broader and more healthy 
feeling upon points that in this country are in debate. The very absence 
of individuality in the author’s style will still more contribute to this end. 
A few things are noted that may be dissented from, but not in important 
matters. For instance, to the student it cannot be a very important 
matter that Trenholm instead of Battey is mentioned in connection with 
castration, nor would it be mentioned in this notice except that it shows 
that even the most liberal author may have, in fact nearly always has, here 
and there in half-concealed nooks bits of feeling that will crop out. Of course 
Fritsch knows as well as we do ourselves the history of this operation. 

It is unnecessary to follow the author through the book, as the arrange¬ 
ment is purely conventional, diseases of the pelvic organs, with their 
pathology, causes, symptoms, and treatment, following to the close of 
the volume, after the first five chapters of general introductory matter, 
which are the most interesting parts. The Manual is one worthy of the 
author and translator, and speaks well for the good judgment of the 
publishers. E. V. de W. 



